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1. What is the primary purpose of government according to the social contract theory?
  a. To maximize individual wealth and economic growth
  b. To provide order and protect protect individual liberties
  c. To promote cultural and artistic development
  d. To ensure equality in all aspects of life

ANSWER: b

2. Which of the following best describes the concept of legitimacy in government?
  a. The ability of a government to enforce laws through military power
  b. The acceptance by society that the government has the rightful authority to rule
  c. The formal authority granted to government offices and departments by law
  d. The government's ability to provide order and maintain security for its citizens

ANSWER: b

3. Which of the following scenarios best illustrates the concept of a "failed state"?
  a. A country with a strong economy but limited political freedoms
  b. A country where the government has lost the ability to provide order
  c. A country with a high level of technological innovation but poor healthcare
  d. A country with a democratic government but high levels of corruption

ANSWER: b

4. According to political scientists, what is the key function of politics in a society?
  a. To resolve conflicts and decide who gets what, when, and how
  b. To maximize economic growth and prosperity
  c. To preserve cultural traditions and values
  d. To protect individual rights and freedoms

ANSWER: a

5. Which of the following best describes the relationship between authority and legitimacy in government?
  a. Authority is the power to enforce laws, while legitimacy is the acceptance of that authority by society.
  b. Authority is the right to make decisions, while legitimacy is the ability to carry out those decisions through 

force.
  c. Authority is granted by formal institutions, while legitimacy is granted by military support.
  d. Authority comes from constitutional powers, while legitimacy comes from economic control.

ANSWER: a

6. Which of the following is a key difference between the political theories of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke?
  a.  Hobbes believed in limited government, while Locke advocated for an all-powerful government.
  b. Hobbes emphasized the need for order, while Locke emphasized the protection of individual liberties.
  c.  Hobbes supported the idea of a social contract, while Locke rejected it.
  d. Hobbes believed in the divine right of kings, while Locke believed in the rule of the majority.

ANSWER: b
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7. What is the primary reason for limiting government power according to John Locke's political theory?
  a. To ensure that the government can effectively control the economy
  b. To protect the liberties of the people from government abuse
  c. To allow the government to suppress dissent more effectively
  d. To promote the concentration of power in the hands of a few leaders

ANSWER: b

8. Which of the following scenarios best illustrates the concept of "authority" in government?
  a. A police officer directing traffic and enforcing laws based on legal authority
  b. A private security guard patrolling a shopping mall
  c. A community group recommending changes to traffic patterns
  d. A neighborhood association suggesting property maintenance rules

ANSWER: a

9. Which of the following scenarios best illustrates the loss of legitimacy in a government?
  a.  Widespread protests erupt after a disputed election, leading to the resignation of the country's leader.
  b. Military leaders refuse to follow government orders to suppress peaceful demonstrations.
  c.  A president's approval ratings drop due to economic downturns, but they remain in office.
  d. A country enforces strict environmental regulations that some businesses oppose.

ANSWER: a

10. According to John Locke's social contract theory, what happens when individuals enter civil society?
  a. All individual freedoms are surrendered to ensure social order
  b. Some freedoms are given up in exchange for government protection
  c. Individual liberties become secondary to collective security
  d. Government authority replaces individual autonomy

ANSWER: b

11. Which of the following best describes the relationship between order and liberty in political theory?
  a. Order and liberty are mutually exclusive and cannot coexist.
  b. Order is necessary for liberty to exist, but too much order can restrict liberty.
  c. Liberty is necessary for order to exist, but too much liberty can restrict order.
  d. Order and liberty must be balanced through the consent of the governed.

ANSWER: b

12. Which of the following is a key assumption underlying social contract theory?
  a. Humans originally existed in a state of nature without formal government.
  b. Monarchs have a divine right to rule over their subjects.
  c. Society cannot exist without a strong central authority.
  d. Government power should derive from religious institutions.

ANSWER: a

13. What is a key characteristic of a direct democracy?
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  a. Decisions are made by elected representatives.
  b. Citizens vote directly on laws and policies.
  c. Power is concentrated in the hands of a single leader.
  d. The government controls all aspects of social and economic life.

ANSWER: b

14. How does a democratic republic attempt to balance popular sovereignty with effective governance?
  a. By allowing citizens to vote directly on all major policies
  b. By dividing power between elected officials and direct citizen participation
  c. By having representatives make decisions while remaining accountable to voters
  d. By limiting participation to ensure efficient decision-making

ANSWER: c

15. What is a primary concern of the framers of the U.S. Constitution regarding direct democracy?
  a. The potential for instability and the tyranny of the majority
  b. The difficulty of implementing a system without a monarch
  c. The lack of participation from educated citizens
  d. The inability to control economic resources effectively

ANSWER: a

16. Which mechanism in the U.S. system most clearly reflects elements of direct democracy?
  a. State ballot initiatives and referendums
  b. The Electoral College
  c. Congressional committees
  d. Presidential executive orders

ANSWER: a

17. According to the framers of the U.S. Constitution, what was a key advantage of representative democracy over direct 
democracy?
  a. It helps protect minority rights from the tyranny of the majority.
  b. It prevents demagogues from manipulating popular prejudices.
  c. It ensures more educated decision-making on complex issues.
  d. It provides stability in government operations.

ANSWER: a

18. Which of the following best explains how popular sovereignty functions in democratic systems?
  a. The government derives its power from the consent of the people, who elect representatives and influence 

policy through voting.
  b. The governing elite makes decisions based on constitutional principles while considering public interest and 

maintaining stability.
  c. The judicial branch creates and implements laws through interpretation of existing statutes and constitutional 

mandates.
  d. Government authority emerges from traditional practices established through historical precedent and 

institutional norms.
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ANSWER: a

19. Which of the following is a feature of a constitutional democracy?
  a. Government power exercised without formal restrictions or constitutional constraints
  b. Citizens participating directly in the legislative process through regular public assemblies
  c. Limited government power based on a written constitution and established principles
  d. Government authority derived from and exercised by designated religious institutions

ANSWER: c

20. Which of the following best describes the role of the Electoral College in U.S. presidential elections?
  a. A constitutional system where presidents are selected through direct nationwide popular vote tallies from all 

participating citizens
  b. A process where state-appointed electors determine the presidential outcome based on their state's popular 

vote results
  c. A structured mechanism through which members of Congress collectively select presidents through 

representative deliberation
  d. An electoral framework designed to minimize the influence of less populous states in presidential selection 

processes

ANSWER: b

21. Which of the following best describes the concept of majority rule in a democracy?
  a. Decisions are made by a single leader.
  b. Decisions are made by the majority, but minority rights are protected.
  c. Decisions are made by religious leaders.
  d. Decisions are made by direct citizen voting on all laws.

ANSWER: b

22. Which democratic theory most strongly emphasizes that public policy should reflect the preferences of the greatest 
number of citizens?
  a. Elite theory
  b. Pluralism
  c. Majoritarianism
  d. Hyperpluralism

ANSWER: c

23. According to elite theory, who primarily governs society?
  a. The general population through direct participation in policy decisions and electoral processes
  b. A small number of powerful individuals who exercise authority to advance their interests
  c. Diverse organized interest groups that compete for influence through political negotiations
  d. Traditional community leaders who represent established social and cultural institutions

ANSWER: b

24. What is a key characteristic of pluralism in democratic theory?
  a. Power is concentrated among economic elites.
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  b. Politics is a struggle among groups to gain benefits for their members.
  c. Decisions reflect the majority's direct preferences.
  d. Policy outcomes emerge from institutional processes.

ANSWER: b

25. Which theory of democracy suggests that politics is dominated by powerful interest groups promoting their own 
interests at the expense of the general public?
  a. Majoritarianism
  b. Elite theory
  c. Pluralism
  d. Hyperpluralism

ANSWER: d

26. What is a potential criticism of pluralism as a theory of democracy?
  a. It assumes that all citizens are equally represented by interest groups.
  b. It suggests that the majority always gets what it wants.
  c. It ignores the role of elected officials in decision-making.
  d. It may lead to powerful interest groups dominating the political process.

ANSWER: d

27. Which criticism of elite theory is most supported by evidence from American democracy?
  a. Elite groups rarely share unified positions on major political and economic issues.
  b. Public opinion consistently overrides elite preferences in policy decisions.
  c. Elite status is not tied to wealth or social position.
  d. Elites have no influence over government decision-making.

ANSWER: a

28. How does majoritarianism differ from pluralism in terms of decision-making and power distribution?
  a. Majoritarianism emphasizes governance by the majority’s will, while pluralism suggests multiple competing 

groups influence policy outcomes.
  b. Majoritarianism focuses on elite rule, while pluralism assumes direct citizen participation in all decisions.
  c. Majoritarianism supports only democratic systems, while pluralism applies exclusively to authoritarian 

regimes.
  d. Majoritarianism prioritizes economic policy decisions, while pluralism is only concerned with social issues.

ANSWER: a

29. Which of the following best illustrates the tension between liberty and order in public policy?
  a. Surveillance laws that increase security but reduce privacy
  b. Tax policies that fund public services but reduce disposable income
  c. Environmental regulations that protect resources but limit property rights
  d. Trade agreements that increase prosperity but reduce economic independence

ANSWER: a

30. Which of the following best describes the relationship between liberty and equality?
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  a. Property rights must be limited to achieve economic equality.
  b. Liberty and equality are complementary and can reinforce each other.
  c. Equal economic status is necessary to protect individual liberties.
  d. Government must choose between protecting either liberty or equality.

ANSWER: b

31. What is a key challenge in balancing liberty and equality in a democratic society?
  a. Ensuring that liberty does not undermine the government's ability to maintain order
  b. Protecting individual rights while promoting equal treatment under the law
  c. Ensuring that equality does not lead to excessive government control
  d. Balancing the interests of the majority with the rights of the minority

ANSWER: b

32. Which of the following legal disputes best represents a conflict between liberty and equality in the U.S. legal system?
  a. A religious organization seeks exemption from anti-discrimination laws while minority groups demand equal 

treatment.
  b. Environmental regulations restrict business practices while companies claim economic rights.
  c. Gun control measures limit ownership while citizens assert constitutional rights.
  d. Affirmative action policies promote diversity while critics claim merit-based discrimination.

ANSWER: a

33. Which of the following best describes the concept of economic equality in a democratic society?
  a. The government should ensure that all citizens have equal wealth.
  b. The government should provide equal opportunities for individuals to develop their talents.
  c. The government should redistribute wealth to reduce economic inequality.
  d. The government should regulate markets to ensure fair economic outcomes.

ANSWER: b

34. What is a key challenge in balancing liberty and economic equality?
  a. Ensuring that economic equality does not undermine individual property rights
  b. Ensuring that liberty does not lead to excessive government control
  c. Balancing tax-based redistribution with capitalist market freedoms
  d. Protecting wealth-creating assets while reducing economic disparities

ANSWER: a

35. Which of the following best describes the concept of liberty in a democratic society?
  a. The absence of restriction or restraint on one's rights
  b. The government's ability to impose order on society
  c. The promotion of economic equality through government intervention
  d. The protection of individual privacy and personal autonomy

ANSWER: a

36. Which historical event best demonstrates how excessive focus on order can threaten liberty?
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  a. The internment of Japanese Americans during World War II
  b. The implementation of the Marshall Plan after World War II
  c. The creation of the Federal Reserve System
  d. The ratification of the Northwest Ordinance

ANSWER: a

37. Which of the following best describes the concept of equality in a democratic society?
  a. The absence of restriction or restraint on one's rights
  b. The idea that all people are of equal worth and should be treated equally under the law
  c. The promotion of economic growth through government intervention
  d. The equal distribution of wealth and property among all citizens

ANSWER: b

38. Which of the following best describes the core value of conservatism?
  a. A commitment to gradual, organic social change
  b. A preference for maintaining proven institutions and traditions
  c. An emphasis on individual responsibility over collective action
  d. A belief in hierarchical social organization

ANSWER: b

39. What is a key difference between conservatism and liberalism in terms of economic policy?
  a. Conservatives favor government intervention, while liberals favor free markets.
  b. Conservatives favor free markets, while liberals favor government intervention.
  c. Conservatives prioritize private property rights, while liberals emphasize economic equality.
  d. Conservatives support low taxation, while liberals support progressive taxation.

ANSWER: b

40. Which of the following best describes the core value of liberalism?
  a. A focus on preserving traditional practices and institutions
  b. A high value on social and economic equality
  c. A belief in minimal government intervention in the economy
  d. A preference for government regulation of personal behavior

ANSWER: b

41. What is a key principle of libertarianism?
  a. Support for free markets and property rights
  b. Opposition to government economic and social regulation
  c. Defense of civil liberties and individual autonomy
  d. Emphasis on voluntary cooperation over state coercion

ANSWER: c

42. Which of the following best describes the traditional political spectrum?
  a. A continuum from left to right based on government power to promote economic equality
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  b. A continuum from left to right based on views toward change versus tradition
  c. A continuum from left to right based on support for individual versus collective rights
  d. A continuum from left to right based on centralized versus decentralized power

ANSWER: a

43. Which of the following ideologies is most associated with skepticism toward government activities?
  a. Conservatism
  b. Liberalism
  c. Socialism
  d. Libertarianism

ANSWER: d

44. Which of the following best describes the ideology of socialism?
  a. A belief in minimal government intervention in the economy
  b. A belief in government ownership of major businesses to promote equality
  c. A belief in strong government regulation of personal behavior
  d. A belief in preserving traditional practices and institutions

ANSWER: b

45. Which of the following best describes the modern conservative movement in the United States?
  a. Advocacy for limited government and traditional social values
  b. Support for free market economics when paired with increased government spending
  c. Emphasis on state rights only in economic policy disputes
  d. Promotion of fiscal responsibility through expanded social programs

ANSWER: a

46. Which of the following best describes the modern liberal movement in the United States?
  a.  Support for expanded social programs and civil rights protections
  b.  Opposition to the use of military force only in domestic conflicts and support for organized labor
  c.  Advocacy for market regulation only in financial sectors and environmental protection
  d.  Support for government intervention in healthcare and education without broader social equity goals

ANSWER: a

47. Which of the following best describes the libertarian view on personal behavior?
  a. Strong support for government regulation of personal behavior
  b. Strong opposition to government regulation of personal behavior
  c. Support for individual choice in personal lifestyle decisions when regulated by state laws
  d. Opposition to government promotion of specific moral values to maintain social order

ANSWER: b

48. Which of the following best describes the progressive movement in the United States?
  a. A movement that supports minimal government intervention in the economy
  b. A movement that emphasizes preserving traditional practices and institutions
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  c. A movement that advocates for social and economic equality
  d. A movement that supports government regulation of personal behavior

ANSWER: c

49. What is the defining characteristic of populism in American politics?
  a. Identification of a conflict between "the people" and corrupt elites
  b. Support for direct democracy over representative democracy
  c. Advocacy for states' rights over federal power
  d. Promotion of religious values in public life

ANSWER: a

50. Which of the following best describes the conservative view on government intervention in the economy?
  a. Support for market-based solutions with limited regulation
  b. Belief that the private sector outperforms government
  c. Preference for tax cuts over government spending
  d. Opposition to government economic stimulus programs

ANSWER: b

51. Argue whether legitimacy or authority is more essential for effective governance in modern democratic systems. 
Support your position with specific examples from historical and contemporary contexts that demonstrate how one factor 
has proven more crucial than the other for maintaining stable government.
ANSWER: Students' answers may vary

52. Take a position on whether the increasing use of direct democracy mechanisms (like ballot initiatives and 
referendums) in U.S. states strengthens or weakens representative democracy. Support your argument with specific 
evidence from states that frequently use these mechanisms.
ANSWER: Students' answers may vary

53. Compare and contrast the majoritarian, pluralist, and elitist theories of democracy. How do these theories differ in 
their assumptions about who holds power in a democratic society and which theory do you believe best describes the 
functioning of American democracy today? Provide examples to support your argument.
ANSWER: Students' answers may vary

54. Argue whether the Supreme Court's interpretation of the First Amendment has struck the right balance between 
individual liberty and social order. Support your position by analyzing specific Supreme Court decisions that have 
addressed this balance.
ANSWER: Students' answers may vary

55. Take a position on whether American conservatism or liberalism better addresses contemporary societal challenges. 
Support your argument by analyzing how each ideology's approach would handle specific current issues facing the United 
States.
ANSWER: Students' answers may vary


