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Chapter 1, Test 1

1. True or False: Prewriting is thinking and may involve several techniques to help 
writers generate ideas.

2. Explain the difference between revising and proofreading.

3. During which step in the writing process does the writer develop a thesis statement 
and an informal outline?

4. At what point in the writing process is it appropriate to use the spelling and grammar 
check on the computer?

5. What kind of help did Carla get from her writing group?

6. What is a “right-brained” thinker?

7. Name at least one specific way the writing process could be adapted for a right-
brained writer.

8. What are the two purposes of the topic sentence of a paragraph?

9. The sentences in the middle of a paragraph are called the                                                        sentences.

10. The last sentence of the paragraph is called the                                               sentence.
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Chapter 1, Test 2

1. The steps in the writing process usually move in the following order:
a) prewriting, drafting, revising, planning, proofreading.
b) prewriting, planning, drafting, revising, proofreading.
c) planning, prewriting, drafting, proofreading, revising.
d) planning, prewriting, revising, drafting, proofreading.

2. The “thinking” part of the process is
a) planning.
b) proofreading.
c) prewriting.
d) revising.

3. Planning usually includes
a) writing the paper from beginning to end.
b) developing a thesis statement.
c) correcting grammar and punctuation errors.
d) getting your thoughts on paper.

4. Revising often involves
a) making an outline.
b) making significant changes in content and/or organization.
c) making grammar corrections.
d) making changes without a computer.

5. After brainstorming and outlining her paper on motherhood, Carla
a) met with her writing group.
b) polished her paper and turned it in.
c) made no major changes.
d) made major revisions on her own.

6. Right-brained people
a) think through things step by step.
b) focus on details.
c) are poor writers.
d) see the “big picture.”

7. Right-brained writers should
a) follow the writing process exactly in order.
b) make an ordered list of ideas before drafting.
c) use their rough drafts as prewriting.
d) avoid the tedious parts of the writing process.
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8. The topic sentence of a paragraph should
a) present the general topic of the paragraph.
b) make a specific point about the topic of the paragraph.
c) give details and/or examples about the topic of the paragraph.
d) present the general topic of the paragraph and make a specific point about the 

topic.

9. The supporting sentences of a paragraph
a) give the paragraph direction.
b) provide examples and details.
c) restate the main idea.
d) make broad, general statements.

10. The summary sentence
a) should introduce a new idea.
b) should be the direction the paragraph takes.
c) typically gives details and examples to support the thesis statement.
d) brings the paragraph to a definite close.
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Chapter 1, Test 3

1. Define prewriting.

2. True or False: Planning always includes the development of a formal outline 
using Roman numerals.

3. During drafting, should a writer check for grammar and spelling errors?

4. Which step in the writing process, according to its Latin roots, means “seeing again”?

5. If a writer skips proofreading, what might he or she miss in his or her paper?

6. A writer who thought of an idea while brushing her teeth would be in what step of 
the writing process?

a) planning
b) drafting
c) proofreading
d) prewriting

7. Why would a writer consult a writing group on his or her rough draft?
a) to explain the next steps in the process
b) to receive feedback and to learn what readers see and understand
c) to argue the point presented in the essay
d) to plan a conclusion

8. Writing is
a) a skill that improves with practice.
b) always done the same way by every writer.
c) a single act.
d) easy for almost everyone.

9. Right-brained thinkers are likely to do all of the following except
a) see the big picture or the whole.
b) experience flashes of insight.
c) make lists and focus on the details.
d) think in images.

10. A paragraph has a
a) thesis sentence, supporting sentences, and (often) a summary sentence.
b) topic sentence, supporting sentences, and (often) a summary sentence.
c) topic sentence and supporting sentences.
d) topic sentence and summary sentences.
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Chapter 2, Test 1

1. When should one use prewriting?

2. Name two benefits of prewriting.

3. Describe the process of freewriting.

4. Explain what “invisible writing” is.

5. What does one do when clustering?

6. Why is clustering a good choice for right-brained writers?

7. Making lists of possible ideas about a topic is called                                               .

8. What is usually the last step in prewriting?

9. How often should you write in your journal?

10. According to the author, writing in a journal is valuable because “                               
is the only thing that is guaranteed to make you a better writer.”
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Chapter 2, Test 2

1. Writer’s block is sometimes caused by
a) dislike of writing.
b) poor writing ability.
c) lack of mental downtime.
d) boring topics.

2. Prewriting prevents writer’s block by
a) letting you write without judgment of what’s “right.”
b) giving you time to research a topic.
c) making you write in an organized manner.
d) getting rid of the bad ideas before you start your paper.

3. The benefits of prewriting include all of the following except
a) allowing your mind time to reveal its thoughts.
b) building confidence that you have plenty to say.
c) keeping you from writing too much.
d) helping you avoid running out of ideas. 

4. Two-sided brainstorming allows a writer to
a) write without regard for correct grammar.
b) develop only two points about a topic.
c) consider two reasons not to write the paper.
d) explore his or her thoughts on both sides of an issue or topic.

5. Invisible writing is
a) thinking or talking about your topic without writing.
b) designed to be done on a computer.
c) writing you will never show to anyone.
d) writing in a journal.

6. Clustering involves
a) putting ideas in circles connected by lines.
b) making two lists: pros and cons.
c) creating lists of subtopics.
d) sketching pictures of your ideas.

7. The prewriting method that involves both the right and left hemispheres of the brain is
a) brainstorming.
b) freewriting.
c) invisible writing.
d) clustering.
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8. You should use outlining
a) to narrow down a topic.
b) after using one or more other prewriting methods.
c) to express how you feel about a topic.
d) if you have writer’s block.

9. Writing a short essay calls for
a) a formal outline with Roman numerals.
b) an outline with at least six levels of subdivisions.
c) a short outline with or without topic sentences.
d) no outline, only prewriting.

10.  Journal writing should not be
a) a diary listing the activities and events of your day. 
b) a time to try the techniques you have learned in class.
c) about a variety of topics.
d) a regular habit.
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Chapter 2, Test 3

Short Answer
1. Why should you prewrite before writing an essay?

2. What method of prewriting calls upon the right brain as well as the left?

3. What should be the last form of prewriting before writing an essay?

4. What is a benefit of journaling?

Matching
a) brainstorming
b) freewriting

c) invisible writing
d) clustering

e) outlining
f) journaling

               5. Writing for a certain block of time on a computer with the monitor off.

               6. This is my topic.
This is a major detail of my topic.

This example supports my major detail.
This is another major detail of my topic.

This example supports my second major detail.

               7. Writing daily about things that have meaning to you.

              8. idea  
idea

idea  
idea

idea  
idea

idea  
idea

               9. Writing for a certain amount of time on paper about a specified topic.

              10. Identify the prewriting technique used in the graphic below.
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Chapter 1, Test 1

11. True or False: Prewriting is thinking and may involve several techniques to help writers 
generate ideas.

12. Explain the difference between revising and proofreading.

13. During which step in the writing process does the writer develop a thesis statement and an 
informal outline?

14. At what point in the writing process is it appropriate to use the spelling and grammar check 
on the computer?

15. What kind of help did Carla get from her writing group?

16. What is a “right-brained” thinker?

17. Name at least one specific way the writing process could be adapted for a right-brained 
writer.

18. What are the two purposes of the topic sentence of a paragraph?

19. The sentences in the middle of a paragraph are called the                                                        
sentences.

20. The last sentence of the paragraph is called the                                               sentence.
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Chapter 1, Test 2

11. The steps in the writing process usually move in the following order:
a) prewriting, drafting, revising, planning, proofreading.
b) prewriting, planning, drafting, revising, proofreading.
c) planning, prewriting, drafting, proofreading, revising.
d) planning, prewriting, revising, drafting, proofreading.

12. The “thinking” part of the process is
a) planning.
b) proofreading.
c) prewriting.
d) revising.

13. Planning usually includes
a) writing the paper from beginning to end.
b) developing a thesis statement.
c) correcting grammar and punctuation errors.
d) getting your thoughts on paper.

14. Revising often involves
a) making an outline.
b) making significant changes in content and/or organization.
c) making grammar corrections.
d) making changes without a computer.

15. After brainstorming and outlining her paper on motherhood, Carla
a) met with her writing group.
b) polished her paper and turned it in.
c) made no major changes.
d) made major revisions on her own.

16. Right-brained people
a) think through things step by step.
b) focus on details.
c) are poor writers.
d) see the “big picture.”

17. Right-brained writers should
a) follow the writing process exactly in order.
b) make an ordered list of ideas before drafting.
c) use their rough drafts as prewriting.
d) avoid the tedious parts of the writing process.
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18. The topic sentence of a paragraph should
a) present the general topic of the paragraph.
b) make a specific point about the topic of the paragraph.
c) give details and/or examples about the topic of the paragraph.
d) present the general topic of the paragraph and make a specific point about the topic.

19. The supporting sentences of a paragraph
a) give the paragraph direction.
b) provide examples and details.
c) restate the main idea.
d) make broad, general statements.

20. The summary sentence
a) should introduce a new idea.
b) should be the direction the paragraph takes.
c) typically gives details and examples to support the thesis statement.
d) brings the paragraph to a definite close.
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Chapter 1, Test 3

11. Define prewriting.

12. True or False: Planning always includes the development of a formal outline using Roman  
numerals.

13. During drafting, should a writer check for grammar and spelling errors?

14. Which step in the writing process, according to its Latin roots, means “seeing again”?

15. If a writer skips proofreading, what might he or she miss in his or her paper?

16. A writer who thought of an idea while brushing her teeth would be in what step of the 
writing process?

a) planning
b) drafting
c) proofreading
d) prewriting

17. Why would a writer consult a writing group on his or her rough draft?
a) to explain the next steps in the process
b) to receive feedback and to learn what readers see and understand
c) to argue the point presented in the essay
d) to plan a conclusion

18. Writing is
a) a skill that improves with practice.
b) always done the same way by every writer.
c) a single act.
d) easy for almost everyone.

19. Right-brained thinkers are likely to do all of the following except
a) see the big picture or the whole.
b) experience flashes of insight.
c) make lists and focus on the details.
d) think in images.

20. A paragraph has a
a) thesis sentence, supporting sentences, and (often) a summary sentence.
b) topic sentence, supporting sentences, and (often) a summary sentence.
c) topic sentence and supporting sentences.
d) topic sentence and summary sentences.
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Chapter 2, Test 1

11. When should one use prewriting?

12. Name two benefits of prewriting.

13. Describe the process of freewriting.

14. Explain what “invisible writing” is.

15. What does one do when clustering?

16. Why is clustering a good choice for right-brained writers?

17. Making lists of possible ideas about a topic is called                                               .

18. What is usually the last step in prewriting?

19. How often should you write in your journal?

20. According to the author, writing in a journal is valuable because “                               is the 
only thing that is guaranteed to make you a better writer.”
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Chapter 2, Test 2

11. Writer’s block is sometimes caused by
a) dislike of writing.
b) poor writing ability.
c) lack of mental downtime.
d) boring topics.

12. Prewriting prevents writer’s block by
a) letting you write without judgment of what’s “right.”
b) giving you time to research a topic.
c) making you write in an organized manner.
d) getting rid of the bad ideas before you start your paper.

13. The benefits of prewriting include all of the following except
a) allowing your mind time to reveal its thoughts.
b) building confidence that you have plenty to say.
c) keeping you from writing too much.
d) helping you avoid running out of ideas. 

14. Two-sided brainstorming allows a writer to
a) write without regard for correct grammar.
b) develop only two points about a topic.
c) consider two reasons not to write the paper.
d) explore his or her thoughts on both sides of an issue or topic.

15. Invisible writing is
a) thinking or talking about your topic without writing.
b) designed to be done on a computer.
c) writing you will never show to anyone.
d) writing in a journal.

16. Clustering involves
a) putting ideas in circles connected by lines.
b) making two lists: pros and cons.
c) creating lists of subtopics.
d) sketching pictures of your ideas.

17. The prewriting method that involves both the right and left hemispheres of the brain is
a) brainstorming.
b) freewriting.
c) invisible writing.
d) clustering.
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18. You should use outlining
a) to narrow down a topic.
b) after using one or more other prewriting methods.
c) to express how you feel about a topic.
d) if you have writer’s block.

19. Writing a short essay calls for
a) a formal outline with Roman numerals.
b) an outline with at least six levels of subdivisions.
c) a short outline with or without topic sentences.
d) no outline, only prewriting.

20.  Journal writing should not be
e) a diary listing the activities and events of your day. 
f)a time to try the techniques you have learned in class.
g) about a variety of topics.
h) a regular habit.
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Chapter 2, Test 3

Short Answer
5. Why should you prewrite before writing an essay?

6. What method of prewriting calls upon the right brain as well as the left?

7. What should be the last form of prewriting before writing an essay?

8. What is a benefit of journaling?

Matching
c) brainstorming
d) freewriting

e) invisible writing
f) clustering

g) outlining
h)journaling

               5. Writing for a certain block of time on a computer with the monitor off.

               6. This is my topic.
This is a major detail of my topic.

This example supports my major detail.
This is another major detail of my topic.

This example supports my second major detail.

               7. Writing daily about things that have meaning to you.

              8. idea  
idea

idea  
idea

idea  
idea

idea  
idea

               9. Writing for a certain amount of time on paper about a specified topic.

              10. Identify the prewriting technique used in the graphic below.
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